
 
Our prayer is characterized  

by silence ~ 
 

Be still and know that I am God! 
 

 In that silence we listen for a new word.  
God is present in all our lives.  

God cares for us, and  
our life experiences are a source  

of deepening knowledge of God and self.  
 

Inspired by God’s Word in the silence  
we share from our hearts. 

Thank You For Joining Us! 
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God Beyond All Names  Bernadette Farrell 
 
God beyond our dreams, you have stirred in us a memory, 
You have placed your powerful spirit in the hearts of humankind. 
 
All around us we have known you: all creation lives to hold you. 
In our living and our dying, we are bringing you to birth. 

 

God beyond all names, you have made us in your image, 
We are like you, we reflect you, we are woman we are man. 
All around us… 

 

God beyond all words, all creation tells your story, 
You have shaken with our laughter, you have trembled with our tears. 
All around us… 

 

God beyond all time, you are laboring within us: 
We are moving, we are changing, in your spirit ever new. 
All around us… 

 

God of tender care, you have cradled us in goodness, 
You have mothered us in wholeness, you have loved us into birth. 

All around us… 

Prayer Leader: 
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Faith Through a 
New Lens 



Reading:   Rise Early   by Macrina Wiederkehr 
 

Rise early 
when morning darkness still enwraps the trees. 
Walk into the dark forest 
with only your attentive heart. 
Gaze toward the east. 
Take a deep breath and wait. 
 

After a short while you will see God 
carrying a lantern through the forest, 
bits of light bobbing up and down, 
in and out. 
Higher and higher the light climbs, 
spilling over into the spaces between the leaves 
and onto a world beyond the forest. 
 

Then the beautiful darkness 
hands you over to the light. 
It slips away reverently 
into the bark of the tree trunks, 
into the black earth, 
into all those other countries 
that wait for its return. 
 

Lift your face to the daystar now. 
Experience the coming of dawn. 
Bathed in morning light, pray 
that the lanterns of your life 
move gently this day 
into all those places 
where light is needed. 

To Ponder: Elaine Prevallet, SL  

      Making the Shift 
 
I used to speak of knowing God, or at least to 
imagine that there was some definable content to 
the word. Now, because it speaks of Mystery so 
vast and so deep that I cannot even dare to try to 
imagine it, that word GOD reduces me to silence. 
I used to wonder how I could “love” this God who 
surpasses anything I can imagine or name. Now I 
sense that when I respond to the cues that move 
me to expand my awareness and my love, it is 
that God — the One who is the Source of Life in 
this creation — who is doing the prodding. I sense 
that it is when I love in as selfless and caring and 
compassionate way as I can, when I am most  
reflecting in my human being the self-giving of 
God’s own nature: that is when I am loving God. 
Or perhaps I could say that then God is loving 
God’s Self through me. 
What does that mean concretely for me as an  
individual? Every day presents a new task as I go 
about shaping a lifestyle that is compassionate 
and sensitive to all created things; a lifestyle that 
participates in the ongoing enhancement of the 
community of life on our planet. Every day I must 
be actively engaged in creating an ambience of 
justice and peace so that the whole of creation 
can flourish. How I fulfill this role is how I love 
God, and most mysteriously, it is also how God is 
loving the whole world into being. 

Sharing…   
 a word…   
  a phrase…  
   a reflection… 


